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DECKS, GUARDRAILS, HANDRAILS, STAIRS INFORMATION SHEET 
(Permits are not required for decks that are entirely below 2ft. (0.6M) from surface to grade) 
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REQUIRED INFORMATION: 

1. Grade: 2% slope for drainage

2. Deck height from grade: Specify

3. Floor decking: Specify

4. Height of guard rail from deck

36” (for 2’ to 6’ deck height above grade) 
42” (for 6’ over deck height above grade) 

5. End joist size:

6. Built up beam size:

7. Wood column size:

8. Foundation Type:

Pile foundations (steel or concrete) require

engineering

9. Floor joist size and spacing:

10. 4” max space between railings

11. Type of railing:

12. 34” minimum stair width

13. Handrail height:

Handrail is required if stairs have more than 3 risers

(minimum 34”; maximum 38”)

Guardrail height for stair:

(minimum 36”)

14. Stair tread size:

15. Ledger (rim) board size (same size as joist)

Size:

16. Stair: Rise: 5” to 8”
Run: 10” to 15”

17. Joist span size:

18. Existing house
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Superior Safety Codes at
Planning and Development 

9613-100 Street 

Morinville, AB T8R 1L9 
Phone (780) 939-8276 

Fax (780) 939-2076 

Email: sassistant@sturgeoncounty.ca

mailto:PandD@sturgeoncounty.ca

