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Establishing Expectations for Data Centre Development

7 Guiding Principles to Data Centre Development

1. Bring Your Own Power

2. Minimize Water Use

3. No Municipal Incentives

4. Annual Public Reporting

5. Developer-Funded Infrastructure

6. Minimal Community Impacts

7. Appropriate Location



Water

Industry
Average Annual Water 

Use (m³/year)

Fertilizer Production 9,000,000

Oil Refinery 8,000,000

Petrochemical 7,000,000

Gas Processing 650,000

Large Data Centre 347,000

Hydrogen Production 300,000

Greenlight Electricity Centre 274,000

Sturgeon County’s Approach to Water
Protecting reliable access to safe drinking water for 

residents remains a County priority.

• County sets limits on what industry can draw 

from potable system.

• Water meters track consumption and are 

monitored to ensure compliance.

• County has the ability and authority to restrict 

water for non-compliance.

• In the event of water restrictions, residential 

customers are prioritized.

• Industry pays 100% of costs for required 

infrastructure upgrades.

• Including Meta and Greenlight, the County is 

using only 40% of our water allocation from 

CRNWSC (36% currently).

Customer Water Rate

Residential $3.09 / M3

Residential (Co-Op Systems) $3.47 / M3

Industrial/Commercial $3.47 / M3



GoA Data Centre Education Campaign

Leading AI Development Responsibly
• Alberta’s government has launched an online information hub 

and a series of town halls to provide comprehensive 

information on AI data centre development.

• Premier released a video to provide additional information 

and attempt to address concerns that have been expressed.

Alberta.ca/datacentres

Event Host Date Time Format

Ponoka Town Hall Minister Nate Glubish Aug. 19 6-7:30 

p.m.

In-person

Sturgeon County 

Town Hall

Minister Nate Glubish Aug. 20 6-7:30 

p.m.

In-person

Virtual Town Hall Premier Danielle Smith 

and 

Minister Nate Glubish

Aug. 27 6-7 

p.m. 

Virtual

Grande Prairie 

Town Hall

Minister Nate Glubish Sept. 11 6-7:30 

p.m.

In-person



Background

Announced on July 8th.  Meta’s first data centre in Canada.

Project Overview: Meta

Permits & Approvals:

• Master Site Development Permit (MSDP), Transportation Impact 

Assessment (TIA) and Site Grading Issued.

• Additional permits (Building, Safety Codes, etc.) pending

Electricity: 

• Grid Connected: 970 MW approved by AESO (2025)

• Onsite: 932 MW (Greenlight Electricity Centre – AUC Approved)

Water:

• Closed-loop technology

• Municipal Potable System, Meta's goal is to be water positive in 2030

Procurement & Employment:

• Contractors & vendors can now pre-register with Meta

• Administration connecting local companies with GC’s

Key Highlights

CAPEX OPERATIONAL

JOBS

$13B 2028 

Construction: 3,000

Operations: 300

Photo: Meta



Regulatory Process (Meta)

Regulatory Body Meta

Federal Not Required

Provincial

Alberta Environment & Protected Areas Alberta Electrical Systems Operator

• Biophysical Impact Assessment

• Stormwater Management Report

• Wetland Assessment & Impact Report

• Grid Connection

Municipal

Master Site Permit Site Grading Building & Safety Code

• Site Plans

• Servicing

• Transportation

• Environmental

• Stormwater

• Geotechnical

• Emergency Response

• Drawings

• Geotechnical

• Stormwater

• Erosion Control

• Traffic

• Wetlands & Water

• Foundation

• Layouts

• Servicing

• Fire Protection

• Parking

• Landscaping

• Lighting

• Noise

• Gas

• Electrical

• Plumbing

• Other Safety Code



Background

Pembina Pipeline. Morgan Stanley Infrastructure Partners  and 

Kineticor are partners in the Greenlight Electricity Centre. It is a 

932MW gas-fired combined cycle power generation facility. The 

project announced a positive final investment decision on July 2, 

2026.

Project Overview: Greenlight Electricity Centre

Permits and Approvals: 

• TIA issued

• MSDP and Grading Permits pending

Electricity: 

• Generates 932 MW

• AUC Approval Issued (2026)

Water:

• Municipal Potable Water System

• 274,000 m³/year  - Occupancy Driven Usage

Key Highlights

CAPEX OPERATIONAL

JOBS

Est. $4.6B 2030

Construction: 1,000

Operations: Approximately 30 



Background

In development and planning stage, no final investment decision yet.

Project Overview: Beacon (Proposed)

Permits & Approvals:

• Master Site Development Permit

• Additional Permits: Building, Safety Codes, etc. Pending

• Tree clearing – no approvals needed.

Electricity: 

• Onsite: 920 MW 

• AUC Approval: Pending

Water:

• Closed-loop cooling system

• Municipal Potable System, will transition to Process Water 

System (2028/29)

Key Highlights

CAPEX OPERATIONAL

JOBS

N/A Q4 2027

Construction: 1,500

Operations: 160

Photo: Beacon AI Centers via Stantec



Regulatory Process (Greenlight & Beacon AI)
Regulatory Body Greenlight Electricity Centre & Beacon AI

Federal
Impact Assessment Agency of Canada
• Air, Water, Environmental, Climate Change, etc.

Provincial

Alberta Environment & Protected Areas Alberta Utilities Commission

• Air Emissions

• Air Quality Dispersion Modeling

• Emission Limits

• Water Act Approvals

• Wetland Assessment & Impact Reports

• Stormwater Management Plan

• Monitoring & Reporting

• Site Layout

• Noise

• Emissions & Air Quality

• Emergency Response

• Grid Connection (Greenlight)

• Public Consultation

• Municipal Land-Use

Municipal

Master Site Permit Site Grading Building & Safety Code

• Site Plans

• Servicing

• Transportation

• Environmental

• Stormwater

• Geotechnical

• Emergency Response

• Drawings

• Geotechnical

• Stormwater

• Erosion Control

• Traffic

• Wetlands & Water

• Foundation

• Layouts

• Servicing

• Fire Protection

• Parking

• Landscaping

• Lighting

• Noise

• Gas

• Electrical

• Plumbing

• Other Safety Code



Meta's Sturgeon Data Centre: Local Opportunities

Procurement and Employment
• Businesses can register interest in procurement 

opportunities

• Local suppliers and service providers encouraged to 

participate

• Job seekers can access project-related opportunities 

through participating companies' career pages 

o e.g. Clarke Builders, PCL Construction, Slb and 

Stantec

Community Funding and Grants
• This fall, we expect Meta's Community Action Grant 

to open for intake.

• Funding opportunities are available to support local 

Sturgeon County initiatives.

• More information to be shared as details become 

available, initial outreach to local stakeholders has 

begun.Photo: Meta's Community Action Grants



Questions?
Thank you!
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